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George Meredith’s Modern Love. As Bishop writes on the website he has
devoted to Mosher, thomasbirdmosher.net, “That first book in 1891
heralded a flow of limited editions that would reach a total of 730 titles and
editions by the end of his publishing career.”

During one of his visits to the nearby Book Haven in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, where he had worked as a clerk in the mid-1980s, Bishop
picked up his first Mosher Press book: a copy of Richard Jefferies’ The Story
of My Heart. He bought it mainly because he felt a strong parallel between his
personal philosophy and that of Jefferies, a nature writer sometimes referred
to as the English Henry David Thoreau. It was the content that intrigued
him, but he was impressed by the careful typography and high production
value of the book itself. He returned to the shop the following day to buy
more Moshers, thus beginning a decades-long journey to becoming the
collector of the Mosher Press.

is story dates to 1993. Just two years before, Bishop had struck

is own as a bookseller after fourteen years in academia, opening a
1ng the Water Street Bindery in Lancaster. In these largely pre-
tiquarian booksellers and collectors relied on AB Bookman’s
10p was dutifully reading AB when he saw an ad for “books
specialties at the time. He was befuddled by the
ed to be some kind of trading post out West—he

oks” though

that wasn't its real name.
d requested a catalog.
og—"a shabby looking
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in a mustard- »”
Niihing Sodhceo:Zieddcover. He. Perused the books op books ¢
oy s Gilicod ned to the mlsc.ellaneous section, and al] of , z:gor)’-
e s pon worfis to this effect: The Germ, Copy 4 of 4 g den,
> (In | o.oksell.ers code, HC means hardcover, and s¢ .de;g(ied
; es

:-: It’s one ‘of the finest specimens of his book production. It’s th
s of thxs great pre-Raphaelite benchmark that first appearec;

] @l@fneteenth’ century. It’s the first American appearance. It’s
Mmherhad printed on animal vellum, in 1898, And it's the

ted on vellum in the state of Maine. I knew this book!” His

s

ectious. The Germ, by the by, is the short title
ture in Poetry, Literature and Art, a reprint of a
of D Gabriel Rossetti
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bookbindery Riviere & Sons, and
once he emigrated to America, he
became employed by the Donnelley
Bindery in Chicago and then
founded and directed the Cuneo
Fine Binding Studio of Milwaukee
and Chicago. Such a binding—full
orange mahogany morocco—was
the cherry on top. “The printing
is so incredibly beautiful, the
parchment that’s used is absolutely
exquisite, everything about this
book screams ‘top quality,” he said.
“It also proves to me that anything
can be found anywhere.”

To have listed a Mosher Press
book on vellum in a designer
binding alongside boots and spurs
was sheer folly, and yet how many
collectors, aside from Bishop, might
have detzcted it> While he is not

Endpaper refers to the sometimes
decorative paper pasted down to the
inside front and back cover of a book—
a.k.a. pastedown—and its component
“free” endpaper that appears before the
title page.

Doublure is a French term that means that
the endpaper is leather, instead of paper,
and usually decorated.

Morocco is leather made from goatskin‘.
Amenable to dyeing, the leather is a top
choice for fine bookbinding.

Parchment is animal skin processed for
use as a writing surface. Like vellum
(calf only), it is used in the production
of fine and limited editions as an
alternative to paper.

collcctmg Mosher Press, Bishop is foremost in the area, with what
the largest research collection of its kind. He tends to concur. After
ally examined every institutional and private collection of any
3 interview W1t11 the Indepcndent Onlme Booksellers
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with other Mosher collectors, and personal research materials on the
Mosher Press, particularly those related to a bio-bibliography he wrote ang
published in 1998, Thomas Bird Mosher—Pirate Prince of Publishers: A Comprebensiye
Bibliography and Source Guide to The Mosher Books Reflecting England’s National Literatyr,
and Design (Oak Knoll Press and The British Library). When pressed to put a
number on his collection, he estimates about 3,500 volumes, which doesn’t
account for the manuscripts or ephemera, and though there are a few items
that elude him—he’d love to get his hands on Mosher’s thirty-four-volume
set of Bell’s British Theatre—he is, at this point, engaged more in upgrading
certain titles or acquiring books with significant Mosher inscriptions
and ultra-rarities.
The Germ, of course, falls into the sacred “vellum” category above, in
which he now counts thirty-three in the collection, more than any modern
“competitor, including the great Norman Strouse.
~ After almost three decades, Bishop hasn't yet exhausted the thrill of
llecting ‘Mds’het Press. As he told the Standard “In my view, simply stated

&
4,
i

; tollecﬁons of book buying in the * old days” of book-
*s&adv, “I enjoyed the hunt. I enjoyed finding material in
| the serendxplty
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LEFT: Philip R. Bishop turned up this
incredibly beautiful book (chapter 7),
printed by Thomas Bird Mosher and bound
by Leonard Mounteney, from a trading post
out West. Courtesy of Philip R. Bishop

BELOW: Retired Chicago engineer and book
collector Joel Birenbaum’s perusal of the
Sun-Times classifieds led to his first rare book
purchase: this Salvador Dali—illustrated
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (chapter 8).

Courtesy of a private collector
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